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	Thomas O’Keefe

Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director

3537 NE 87th St.

Seattle, WA 98115

okeefe@amwhitewater.org
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February 5, 2007

Dan Boettger, Okanogan PUD

Enloe Hydroelectric Project

Draft License Application Comments

1331 2nd Avenue North

P.O. Box 912

Okanogan, WA 98840

RE: 
Enloe Hydroelectric Project, Project No. 12569

Comments on the Draft License Application

Dear Mr. Boettger:

On November 7, 2007, Public Utility District No. 1 of Okanogan County (Okanogan

PUD) issued for public comment its draft license application (DLA) for the Enloe Hydroelectric Project. American Whitewater is currently reviewing this application and the implications for recreational opportunities on Similkameen River.
Interest of American Whitewater

American Whitewater is a national non-profit 501(c)(3) river conservation organization founded in 1954. We have over 6,500 members and 100 local-based affiliate clubs, representing approximately 80,000 whitewater paddlers across the nation. American Whitewater’s mission is to conserve and restore America’s whitewater resources and to enhance opportunities to enjoy them safely. As a conservation-oriented paddling organization, American Whitewater has an interest in the rivers throughout the Columbia River drainage. A significant percentage of American Whitewater members reside in the region and enjoy the recreational opportunities these rivers provide. The Similkameen provides great whitewater recreation opportunities from its headwaters in British Columbia upstream of the proposed Enloe Project, and whitewater and flatwater paddling opportunities from the proposed site downstream to its confluence with the Okanogan River.

Comments

The DLA fails to clearly describe project operations for the Enloe Hydroelectric project. Of particular interest to our membership, we are not able to determine what the flow regime will be in the Similkameen River. Modifications to the flow regime will have impacts on recreational opportunities on the river. This river is part of a water trail that is being developed and a more complete description of impacts to the flow regime is required to fully evaluate recreational and aesthetic impacts.

Prior to licensing of this project, the State of Washington would need to issue water quality certification under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. Evaluation of water quality standards must include beneficial uses which on this project include primary contact recreation, navigation, and boating. Additional information on the proposed project and the impact of a modified flow regime to recreational opportunities must be provided.

The nexus to the proposed Shankers Bend Hydro Project (FERC P-12804) is not adequately described. Each project would substantially change flow and recreational opportunities on the Similkameen River, and there would clearly be cumulative impacts. Shankers Bend will impact miles of whitewater, and the two projects together will have significant recreational impacts on the river.

In addition to potential impacts to recreation our members have an interest in environmental impacts of the project on the Similkameen River. In this regard, we have the same questions and concerns expressed by American Rivers, the Center for Environmental Law and Policy, the Selkirk Conservation Alliance, the North Cascades Conservation Alliance, the Cascade Chapter of the Sierra Club, and the Columbia River Bioregional Education Project (collectively, the Conservation Groups) in their comments on the DLA.

Conclusion

We will be conducting additional review of this DLA and the proposed project in the coming months and will provide additional comments as we learn more about this project and potential impacts to recreation.

Sincerely,
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Thomas O’Keefe, PhD

Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that I have this 5th day of February 2008, served the foregoing document upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this proceeding.

_____________________

Carla R. Miner

Stewardship Assistant

American Whitewater

Contacts listed with '**' must be postal served 
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	Okanogan County Public Utility District
	Donald Clarke
Partner
Law Offices of GKRSE
1500 K Street NW
Suite 330
Washington, DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 20005
UNITED STATES
dhclarke@gkrse-law.com
	**Chuck Berrie
Manager
Okanogan County Public Utility District
PO Box 912
Okanogan,WASHINGTON 988400912
Okanogan

	Washington State Department of Ecology
	**Thomas Young
Attorney General
Washington Office of the Attorney General
PO Box 40117
Olympia,WASHINGTON 985040117
UNITED STATES
	Pat Irle
Hydropower Projects Mgr.
Washington State Department of Ecology
15 W. Yakima Ave., Ste 200
Yakima, WASHINGTON 98902
pirl461@ecy.wa.gov

	Washington State Dept. of Natural Resources
	Elizabeth Ellis
Planner
Washington State Dept. of Natural Resources
1111 Washington ST SE
PO Box 47027
Olympia, WASHINGTON 98513
UNITED STATES
elizabeth.ellis@dnr.wa.gov
	Nancy Lopez
Aquatic Region
Washington State Dept. of Natural Resources
PO Box 280
Castle Rock,WASHINGTON 986110280
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nancy.lopez@dnr.wa.gov


