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7164 Manchester Avenue
                            
                                St. Louis, MO 63143-2534  


 Phone: 314-644-1011           
Missouri Chapter

http://missouri.sierraclub.org
Taum Sauk Project, FERC No. 2277

July 7, 2007
Magalie R. Salas, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First St. NE Room 1A
Washington, DC 20426

Dear Sir:

The “Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Assessement”  sent out on June 7, 2007 states on page 22 under 5.0 Environmental Analysis, Temporal Scope that:

 “The temporal scope of this analysis extends from the start of construction, approximately August 2007, through the reconstruction of the upper reservoir, and ends with the initial refilling of the upper reservoir. The subject of this analysis is the reconstruction of the upper reservoir, and does not extend into any project operation. Staff briefly reviews the possible effects of a release from the Overflow Release Structure during operation because it was not part of the original project. However, staff notes that the project is undergoing relicensing, a proceeding that will cover all aspects of project operation.” 

We are asked to comment on the environmental impact of the rebuild project but we are faced with commenting on plans for a closed kidney shaped reservoir on a mountaintop when the plans and comparison is to Saluda Dam which has berms and is built across a river.  The construction and plans should result in a plant that is “state-of-the-art” but most dams that are built at any point in history are considered to be “state-of-the-art.” In fact, the original Taum Sauk Reservoir is one of the few dams that was not up to the known quality of dam building at the time it was built. The point is that there are many dams that have burst, whose specs were changed as pressures changed in the construction, or which have not been filled as high as originally planned, as additional safety factors came into play during construction.  So we believe there must be flexibility in the construction of the project and there is a degree of danger in operation of the structure. Thus,  it is imperative that there be a person stationed 24 hours at the Taum Sauk Reservoir site from the time that the reservoir begans to refill to the time that it is deemed as re-licensed. We object to the rebuilding of Taum Sauk Reservoir in Reynolds County, MO unless we have a comment process that includes the right to comment on that safety feature.  
The Missouri Sierra Club believes that there must be continuity within the process of building a dam, operating a dam, and re-licensing it. This is problematic when the license for Project #2277 expires in 2010 on a dam that will not be rebuilt until approximately June, 2009. The Missouri Sierra Club believes that the re-licensing process will be contaminated and useless if AmerenUE rebuilds the upper Taum Sauk Reservoir before the re-licensing process. Once the Taum Sauk Reservoir is rebuilt we cannot conceive that any agency will withhold licensing even though many of the plans used and possible effects of the structure will not be public information. The process of re-licensing must proceed in a normal manner with as much regard for the requirements of the process as for the corporation
AmerenUE’s direct and immediate responsibility is to clean up and repair the damage done to Missouri state land, state property, and Missouri waters. This must be done before AmerenUE is allowed to rebuild or re-license its Taum Sauk facility. There is much that is not restored. The opening of Johnson Shut-ins State Park for 2 months this summer in the area of the shut-ins is a sign of progress but should have been accomplished by the beginning of 2007. And, other parts of the park including the Taum Sauk Trail should be restored and open as well. 

We also disagree that permission for the rebuild be granted while the Missouri PSC investigates the actions of AmerenUE employees immediately after the collapse. We protest that such permission may be given by any government agency for a Taum Sauk Upper Reservoir  rebuild while there is a civil court proceedings still open in Reynolds Co. And, lastly, we protest that permission be given to AmerenUE to rebuild the Taum Sauk Upper Reservoir while there is an on-going investigation by the EPA and the federal Attorney General due to violations of the Clean Water Act as reported on June 21, 2007 by KMOX News, St. Louis:
“Sources close to the case say the federal Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Attorney's office have opened a joint investigation to determine whether the damage done to Johnson's Shut-Ins State Park and the Black River by the silt and debris in the billion gallon Taum Sauk deluge violated the federal Clean Water Act. “ 
The Missouri Sierra Club continues to believe that AmerenUE should turn over in fee simple its property on Church Mountain and its holdings in the Taum Sauk Creek to the Missouri State park system. Church Mountain’s most valuable use is as a state park. Protection of Church Mountain from development is also critical for the protection of Taum Sauk Mountain State Park, and for the health and environmental protection of the Black River watershed above Clearwater Lake.   

Sincerely, 

Becky (Betty) Denney

Conservation Chair

Missouri Sierra Club
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