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Additional workshop details below; registration form is a separate file  

Assessing Recreation Impacts from Hydrokinetic Energy Projects 

Additional information about workshop content  
 
Workshop purposes 
 
1. Review key concepts of conducting “recreation impact assessments” in permitting processes.  
2. Review major types of “large river” hydrokinetic projects through hypothetical examples.  
3. Review major types of recreation impacts for hypothetical examples.  
4. Review choices of studies or other information needs for hypothetical examples.   
5. Provide networking opportunities among developers, consultants, stakeholders, and agency staff.   

 
Schedule overview 
 

Time Activity Comments 

8:30 Welcome and introductions   

9:00 
Concepts, “large river” hydrokinetic projects, and 
“large river” recreation opportunities  

Presentations and Q & A 

10:15 Break  

10:30 Access restrictions and safety Presentations and group exercise 

12:00 Lunch   

1:15 Evaluating aesthetic changes  Presentations and group exercise 

2:30 Break 

2:45 Integrating recreation and ecological impact studies Presentation and group discussion 

3:30 Making collaboration work   Group discussion 

3:45 Wrap-up: “Start doing, keep doing, stop doing” Group discussion 

4:30 End of workshop   

 
Presenters and facilitators   
 
The workshop is being developed by the “hydrokinetics and recreation workgroup” that 
developed a recent guide on the topic, including Doug Whittaker, Ph.D. (Confluence Research); Bo 
Shelby, Ph.D. (Oregon State University); Joan Harn, Susan Rosebrough, and Randy Thoreson 
(National Park Service); and Rupak Thapaliya and Rich Bowers (Hydropower Reform Coalition).  
Representatives from Free Flow Power, a major hydrokinetic energy developer on the Mississippi 
River, are attending and will also provide information about their projects.   
 
Invited participants 
 
The following is a partial list of organizations indicating interest or invited to the workshop:  
American Whitewater, American Rivers, Department of Natural Resources (several states), 
Environmental Protection Agency, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, Free Flow Power, 
National Park Service, US Army Corps of Engineers, US Fish and Wildlife Service, US Geological 
Service, The Nature Conservancy, and several regional user and conservation groups.   
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